An ethanolic salicylaldehyde solution (5.0 mmol) was added to an ethanolic 4-aminosalicylic acid solution (10.0 mL, 5.0 mmol, 0.77 g), the resulted mixture was refluxed for about 3 h. 5.0 mmol of cobalt chloride aqueous solution (2.0 mL) was added, then cooled to room temperature. Block-shaped crystals of the title complex suitable for X-ray crystallographic analysis were obtained after 2 weeks by slow evaporation of the filtrate at room temperature (0.62 g, 37%). 
Experimental details
H atoms attached to C and O of the title complex were placed in geometrically idealized positions with Csp 2 -H = 0.93 Å and O-H = 0.82 Å. The U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (O).
Discussion
More recent evidence [1] has shown that a salicylate-requiring auxotroph had a considerably heightened sensitivity to PAS [2] . Schiff bases are some of the most widely used organic compounds. They are used as pigments and dyes, catalysts, intermediates in organic synthesis, and as polymer stabilisers [3] . As part of our ongoing interest in salicylato complexes which are known that they may be used as drugs [4] , we have determined the crystal structure of the title compound. The cobalt atom is coordinated by four oxygen atoms from two salicylaldehydato ligands and two water molecules in a distorted octahedral geometry with the Co-O distances ranging between 2.041 and 2.074 Å. The intermolecular hydrogen bonding by the two coordinated water molecules contributes to stabilisation of the structure. The hydrogen bonds present in the title structure connect adjacent complexes to a layered structure parallel to the ab plane. 
